
 Recently NAB petition 04-160 was brought to my attention by a colleague. I was 
flabbergasted. The state and quality of radio in my area has degenerated to a 
point that one of the primary reasons for my XM purchase and subscription was 
the quality of the news, weather, and traffic reporting available. I am a small 
businessman with a tight schedule to keep, and the lack of content and the gross 
quantities of advertising found on traditional radio during rush hour periods 
was a large factor. I have come to rely on XM for two things - a variety of 
musical content that is rather broad based and independant of the "top 40" and 
ready access to pertinent information - this petition would cripple half of 
that, and undermine the value of my paid subscription to this service in what 
seems to be an attempt to restrict competition. Terrestrial radio has had every 
opportunity to offer the public ompetitive content for many many years and has 
failed to do so. Why should broadcasters who have pulled it off now be 
penalised? I strongly urge you to reject petition 04-160 in order to both 
preserve the value of the investment in satellite hardware and services already 
purchased by many Americans and to drive traditional radio to step up it's 
content offerings in more creative and competitive ways. Satellite radio doesn 
not threaten local radio - it raises the bar.  
 
 


